Accessible Boating receives the
Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service

On Wednesday 19th May 2021 Accessible Boating Association was presented with the Queen’s Award for
Voluntary Service, a day that will always be remembered as one of the most important in the Association’s 35
year history.
The presentation was made on the stern deck of Madam
Butterfly in the basin at Galleon Marine by Her Majesty’s
Lord Lieutenant for Hampshire, Nigel Atkinson Esq, watched
by past and present members of the Association and their
supporters on a rare day of good weather. Perhaps the most
deserving of those watching was current ABA President
Mildred Stocks who, as the then Chairman of Hart District
Council, was instrumental in raising funds during 1985 that
purchased the custom-built ‘Mildred Stocks’ with which the
Association started operating from Colt Hill the following
year.
Conservative estimates suggest that over 35 years of operation, approaching 30,00 people with various medical
problems have enjoyed trips on the Basingstoke Canal which, without Accessible Boating, would not have been
possible.
The Association’s main “customers” are those people who cannot enjoy a canal cruising experience on a
standard boat due either to impaired physical mobility or mental issues that inhibit social interactions. These
disadvantaged passengers are able to spend valuable time in a different environment which is both tranquil and
therapeutic. Throughout each trip they are guided and assisted by their own carers and by trained volunteer
crew members.
Testimonials from customers consistently say how they much enjoyed a pleasant and relaxing cruise and how
well they were looked after by their helpful and friendly volunteer crew.
The significant priorities for the Association are: keeping the boats well maintained; making the service
available and publicised to as many deserving people as possible; investigating and reacting to changes in
passenger requirements; supporting efforts to keep the canal open for navigation; and keeping abreast of everincreasing legislation. For example, long-term thinking includes the provision of a new day boat with enhanced
facilities to cater for today’s larger and heavier wheelchairs whilst investigating alternative means of propulsion
to reduce environmental impact.
The Association is entirely managed and operated by unpaid
volunteers from many walks of life and is very grateful for
the wide range of skills and experience that is so important
to ensure the smooth running of a well-organised and safetyconscious operation. For example, maintenance is overseen
by retired RAF technicians together with a retired project
manager from British Aerospace.
The Association is managed by an executive committee of
Trustees supported by a volunteer maintenance team and
other helpers so that the service offered is as friendly, safe
and attractive as possible.
Membership of ABA is open to all and new volunteers, especially those with relevant skills, are always welcome.
Details are on the web site at www.accessibleboating.org.uk.
A video of the occasion is at https://youtu.be/khnkS2ZqwMw

